
 

 

 

Tuesday, 17 August 2021 

 

IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

 

CAPE TOWN GRAND PRIX SA SEEKS CLARITY ON CITY’S FORMULA E 

DECISION-MAKING PROCESS 

 

Cape Town Grand Prix SA (PTY) Ltd (CTGPSA), promoters of the Formula One 

Grand Prix™ and Formula E Grand Prix™ street circuit in the Green Point Sport 

Tourism Precinct in Cape Town are once again in utter disbelief at the blatant 

disregard for a fair and transparent Formula E Grand Prix™ bidding process by 

the City of Cape Town (City). CTGPSA and eMovement were both in the running 

to host Formula E Grand Prix™ in Cape Town and CTGPSA have previously 

engaged the City to address this very issue. Now two years later, and it cannot 

be denied that a trend has started to emerge.  

 

In 2017, CTGPSA received an official letter of support from the Western Cape 

Government’s Director of Sport Promotion, Department of Cultural Affairs and 

Sport to host the Formula One Grand Prix™ series on a street circuit in Cape 

Town. In 2018, CTGPSA received an official letter of endorsement from the 

Western Cape Government’s Provincial Minister of Cultural Affairs and Sport to 

host Formula E Grand Prix™ on a street circuit in Cape Town. The street circuit 

in the Green Point Sport Tourism Precinct in Cape Town is the location for both 

these events with Formula E forming part of the pre-events calendar set to give 

traction to the proposed Formula One Grand Prix™. 
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Many of you may recall that in a media statement of 7 June 2019, CTGPSA 

responded to an announcement made at the 5 June 2019 press conference by 

Mayor Dan Plato and Councillor JP Smith where they pledged their support for a 

consortium bringing Formula E to Cape Town and related feasibility study.  

This compelled us to express our concern for not having been afforded a fair 

opportunity in the City’s decision-making process. Prior to that, we had already 

advised that we had investors lined up who were prepared to fund all social, 

economic, environmental, and related impact studies, and all we needed was 

the City’s endorsement and support, which was never forthcoming.  

CTGPSA requested a meeting with Mayor Dan Plato which took place on  

15 August 2019. To our disappointment, we were met with a dismissive attitude 

and not given the opportunity to present our proposal, especially since 1) this 

was the first opportunity to present to any Mayor since our first engagement 

with the City in June 2007, and 2) Mayor Dan Plato himself responded to 

CTGPSA in a letter dated 11 February 2010 saying, “at this stage I am unable 

to express my in-principle endorsement of the hosting of the proposed event 

(referring to F1), but request that a detailed proposal and business plan which 

addresses all aspects involved in planning and managing the proposed event be 

submitted for consideration.” 

In a subsequent meeting with Leonora de Souza-Zilwa and her team on  

27 August 2019, CTGPSA presented the bid proposal and left the detailed 

brochure behind. Sadly, an endorsement or support was once again not 

forthcoming, and we concluded the meeting with de Souza-Zilwa impressing 

that we submit our comprehensive bid document. We made the decision, 

however, to hold off until a more definitive next step was in place to warrant 

the sharing of our even more detailed intellectual property (IP) which includes 

all technical and operational aspects. We walked away from that meeting with 

the understanding that we would form part of a fair and transparent bidding 

process as things develop in the ensuing months. 
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When COVID-19 was confirmed to have spread to South Africa in March 2020 

followed by a national lock-down, CTGPSA’s priorities shifted to joining the fight 

against this global pandemic. Naturally, it was also assumed that stopping the 

spread of the virus took priority for the City of Cape Town and that Formula E 

discussions would take a back seat. 

 

But the Mayor’s announcement on 8 July 2021 announcing that Cape Town will 

play host to round 4 of the ABB FIA Formula E World Championship on  

26 February 2022, once again took CTGPSA by surprise since no further 

communication or engagement was pursued by the City after the August 2019 

meetings. Cognizance was taken of this announcement but given the fact that 

the same day also marked the eruption of looting, destruction of property, 

injury, and death across our nation, our immediate support and heartfelt 

concern was for our people of South Africa.  

 

A further announcement followed on 28 July 2021 unveiling the Formula E track 

which we recognized as our concept in respect of the location and street circuit 

initially created in 1999 and further developed and refined in 2011 in 

consultation with F1 Circuit Designers & Consultants. This constituted a direct 

infringement of copyright and contravention of Intellectual Property (IP) of 

CTGPSA’s track and concept patented in 2005 and officially released to the 

media in January 2011.  

 

The City of Cape Town has made it expressly clear to CTGPSA that they would 

not contribute financially towards upgrades or impact studies even going as far 

as red-flagging our bid in the media. Yet, the City now plans to spend  

R44 million on road upgrades as reported by the Cape Argus on 3 August 2021 

with Mayor Dan Plato adding, “Over the last two years we have been working 

hard behind the scenes within the administration and with the event organisers 

putting together all the requirements necessary for an event of this magnitude. 

Approval from council will allow us to begin the civil engineering works on the 

racetrack and ensure we can finalise all the logistics before the first-ever 
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Formula E race on the African continent”. This explains the Mayor’s dismissive 

stance during our August 2019 meetings. A decision had clearly already been 

made. This begs the question – why ask for our IP? 

 

The City has since scheduled an urgent closed online City Council meeting for 

Thursday, 19 August 2021 where the public will not be allowed to join the 

Skype meeting. The recommendation from the Executive Mayor for this meeting 

is for the “approval of funds to procure services for civil engineering works in 

order to host the ABB FIA Formula E World Championship Cape Town E-Prix 

during the 2022/23 financial year” to the tune of R44 million and change. 

 

The questions we have for Mayor Dan Plato and the City are: 

• We understand that investment is needed from large local and 

international corporations to fuel initiatives that help sustain our 

economy, but is this trend going to be perpetuated for previously 

disadvantaged small, medium, and micro enterprises (SMME’s) working 

for the people to be side-lined in favour of previously advantaged 

entities? 

• We are a black-owned promoter comprising a team of passionate 

entrepreneurs and professionals who have over the past 22 years 

achieved significant milestones and kept the bid formally in the running 

for 14 years. Since the City has proven to have an appetite for Formula 

One events, why have we as longstanding bidders been deprived of a fair 

and transparent opportunity?  

• On what grounds did the eMovement consortium win this Formula E bid? 

What process was followed? Where is the public participation process? 

• Why have you denied us the very endorsement, financial support and 

related processes and studies which you are granting the eMovement 

consortium? 

• CTGPSA’s information has always been public knowledge to maintain 

transparency. When will the Formula E proposal be made public? 
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• You have missed an opportunity for both CTGPSA and eMovement to 

come to the table where an amicable joint effort could have been 

pursued towards a mutually beneficial collaboration, especially since it 

would offer our team a unique opportunity to gain invaluable experience 

as we pursue our bid to host Formula One Grand Prix™. Have you given 

any consideration to such an opportunity? 

• In respect of the impending City Council meeting, why have a closed 

meeting for decision-making behind closed doors? 

• Why the fast-tracking amid an air of uncertainty as to whether the 

pandemic would even allow such a huge public event so soon? 

• We are rebuilding after the looting and with the pandemic far from over, 

financial resources are to be stewarded wisely. Do you think it prudent to 

be pushing for R44million at such a stressful economic time?  

“We have built this bid on honesty and integrity and our vision is to leave a 

lasting legacy. As a former political prisoner and social activist, I realise that the 

struggle continues but only this time for economic freedom. The stand we are 

taking is not only for us, but for all who come after us, perhaps even finding 

themselves in a similar boat right now. Our resolve is strengthened to bring 

Formula One Grand Prix™ to a street circuit in the Green Point Sport Tourism 

Precinct in Cape Town. We believe it will mark another historical milestone for 

our nation and one pioneered by the people for the people.” Says Igshaan 

Amlay, CEO, CTGPSA. 

 

ENDS  

 

Submitted on behalf of Cape Town Grand Prix SA (PTY) Ltd (CTGPSA) by: 

Esther Henderson 

Chief Communications Officer, CTGPSA 

Mobile: +27 64 756 8688 

Email: esther@capetowngrandprixsa.co.za   

mailto:esther@capetowngrandprixsa.co.za
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EDITOR’S NOTE:  

CTGPSA Track 

 

 

Formula E Track 

 

 


